PKBIYAE DAK                                      T, 1< (Tfl)

IX, BIBLIOGRAPHY AND HISTORICAL

(1) Hkrtorical                                       The proposal had been under consi-

deration for a long time but it waa
merely an idea. Nothing substaa*
tial was done till 1808, when Sir
James Coldwellwho visited the site
made some investigations and came
to the conclusion that the proposal
was unworthy of its taking

In 1850, the scheme took a little
practical shape and a small dam and
a diverting channel were actually
begun for diverting a small tribu-
tary from the Periyar river. After
some time the construction was
stopped on account of fever among
coolies and by the excessive wagei
demanded by them.
It was not till 1862 that the project
was again revived by Major Ryves,
E. E. and Major Payne who started
investigations practically, of course
experienced great difficulties* In
1867 Major Byves submitted the
proposal with full details and an es-
timate amounting to Bs, 17,94,000.
The proposal after being examined,
could not be approved as it was
considered that complete and suffi-
cient information was lacking*
The matter was then committed to the
charge of Lieutenant Pennyquick,
R.E., but shortly after he left for
England and the scheme was hand*
ed over to Mr. R. Smith who after
necessary investigation, submitted
the proposal (earthen dam) com-
plete in all details in April 1782*
His proposals were generally ap-
proved.
General Walker, the then Chief En-
gineer, was oppc&d to start the
coastatetion of work of such a
magnitude without sufficient ex-
perience and knowledge of tie silt-
ing. He asked Mr. Smith and
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